


 
Christmas Day  December 25, 20122  - 1 - 

 
 
 

 
What our Church Believes, Teaches and 

and Confesses regarding The Lord’s Supper 
 
The Bible teaches that Jesus gives us His very body and blood along with 
bread and wine in Holy Communion1, and that these are means by which 
He forgives our sins2, strengthens us for daily living, and draws us into 
closer fellowship with Him and other believers.  The Bible also teaches us 
to examine ourselves prior to receiving the meal3.  For those receiving 
Holy Communion, examine yourself with these questions: 
 

Do I believe that I am a sinner and am I sorry for my sins? 
 

Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my personal Savior? 
 

Do I believe that Christ’s true body and blood are present in this holy meal for my 
forgiveness? 
 

Do I truly intend with the help of God to correct my sinful life? 
 

Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, 
and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, 
that they may show forth His death until He comes. Those who are not 
members of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregation and have 
not communed at Immanuel previously are asked to speak with a pastor 
prior to the service. Those who are of a different confession (i.e., church 
body)4 or are unsure about communing, are invited to come forward 
during distribution with their hands folded in prayer, or held close to the 
chest and receive a blessing. 
 
1Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23 
2Matthew 26:28; 1 John 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19 
31 Corinthians 11:28-32 
41Corinthians 10:17; 1 Corinthians 11:26 
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Christmas Day 
The Nativity of Our Lord                                             December 25, 2022 
Today the Church celebrates the mystery of salvation revealed in Christ’s birth.  The 
hymn of the day, “Of the Father’s Love Begotten,” is an ancient and beautiful statement 
about Christmas which shows us that God’s plan for salvation goes back to the 
beginning of time.  We celebrate the mystery of God become human in Christ who is 
both our King and our Servant.  Our service, therefore, witnesses to both the lowly son 
of David and the glorious Son of God who holds the cosmos in His hands. 

 
Prelude – “For Unto Us a Child is Born” (G.F. Handel – from “Messiah”) 
 
Ringing of the Church Bells 
 
Stand and face the back of the church 

 
The Announcement (From John 1) 
P In the beginning was the Word, 
C and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 
P The same was in the beginning with God. 
C All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made 

that was made. 
 
P In Him was life; and the life was the Light of men. 
C And the Light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 
 
P And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
C and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 

full of grace and truth. 
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Processional Hymn - O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
Invocation, Confession, & Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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P Grace and peace to you from our Father and our newborn Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

C And also to you. 
 
P While we celebrate the joy of our Lord’s birth, we acknowledge and confess 

that our sins made necessary His incarnation.  We confess our sins before 
God and each other, clinging to the certainty of forgiveness through Jesus 
Christ. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we have not appreciated the grace You 
have poured out on us through the birth, death, and resurrection of Your 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  We have not valued the sacrifice You made in 
sending Your Son to earth to die for us.  Because we have sinned against 
You and our neighbor, we deserve all the condemnation of the Law.  For 
the sake of Jesus, forgive us, renew us, and lead us to reflect the grace You 
have given us.  Fill us with Your Word and Spirit today, and lead us as we 
live our lives as Your witnesses. 

 
P When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He 

saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to 
His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and the renewal of the Holy 
Spirit.  By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was born in the flesh 
to be our Redeemer, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Kyrie (Sung to: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly) 

 
Kyrie, © 2004 - St. James Press.  Used by permission. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis (Sung to: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing)          AGPS 99 
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Text © 1991 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission. Music: Public domain 

 
Collect of the Day 
P Grant, almighty God, that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in human flesh 

may set us free, who through sin are held in bondage; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Lesson                 Isaiah 52:7-10 

“All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” 
 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes 
salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 
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Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD 
has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem.  The LORD has bared his 
holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
Psalmody          Psalm 98 (Selected Verses) 

Sung responsively by the choir and congregation 
 

Choir:  Let the heav’ns rejoice, and the earth be glad! 

 
 

Choir: 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marv‘lous things. 
 With His right hand and His holy arm He has won for himself the victory. 
He remembers His mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, 
 and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 

 
 

Choir: 

Shout with joy to the Lord all you lands; lift up your voice rejoice and sing. 
 Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the King the 

Lord. 
 

 

C 

C 

C 
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Choir: 

Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the 
Lord when He comes to judge the earth. 

In righteousness shall He judge the world and the peoples with equity. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 
 
The Epistle                  Hebrews 1:1-6 

“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory.” 

       Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.  He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. 
After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited 
is more excellent than theirs. 
      For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son, today I have 
begotten you"? 
Or again, "I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son"?  And again, 
when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God’s angels 
worship him." 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
Anthem - See in Yonder Manger Low (Edward Caswall; arr. John A. Behnke 
 

See in yonder manger low, born for us on earth below. 
See the gentle Lamb appears, promised from eternal years. 
Hail the ever-blessed morn; hail redemption’s happy dawn; 
Sing through all Jerusalem, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

C 
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Lo, within a stable lies He who built the starry skies. 
He who, throned in height sublime, sits amid the cherubim. 
Hail the ever-blessed morn; hail redemption’s happy dawn; 
Sing through all Jerusalem, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 

Sacred Infant, all divine, what a tender love was Thine, 
Thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this. 
Hail the ever-blessed morn; hail redemption’s happy dawn; 
Sing through all Jerusalem, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 

Teach, oh, teach us, holy Child.  By Thy face so meek and mild, 
Teach us to resemble Thee in Thy sweet humility. 
Hail the ever-blessed morn; hail redemption’s happy dawn; 
Sing through all Jerusalem, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 
 Stand 
 

The Holy Gospel           Luke 2:1-20 
The birth of Jesus 

      And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.  (And this taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 
city. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:)  To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.  
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered.  And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in 
the inn.  
      And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the 
angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 
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      And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men. 
      And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven,  the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.  And they 
came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 
      And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child.  And all they that heard it wondered at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds.  But Mary kept all these things, and 
pondered them in her heart.  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.  
 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
Sit 
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Hymn of the Day – Of the Father’s Love Begotten            LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
Continues on the next page … 

 

D 
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Public domain 

 

The Sermon 
 
Stand 
 

The Creed (Sung to: O Little Town of Bethlehem) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  1   We    all   be -  lieve   in     one  true  God,  Who    o  -  ver       us  still  reigns. 
  2   We    all    be – lieve   in    Je – sus  Christ   the    Son    of    God  from heav’n. 
  3   The   Ho – ly    Spir – it     we  be  -  lieve,  was  sent    as     Com – fort – er, 
 

       The   Fath - er  sent  the  Son    to    earth     to    bear   our    sin-brought pains. 
       His  birth  as   man  was  for   our   sake,   that    He     to    death  be    giv’n. 
       Pre–pares the bride  of  Christ--the Church--and    hov – ers     ov  -  er    her. 

   The   Fath-er wrought  cre  -  a  -  tion,     and   holds   it     in     His    hand. 
   The Child  found  in    a         man – ger    now  reigns  as   Lord   on      high; 
   He  does  the   Fath – er’s      bid – ding,    He    leads    us    to    the     Son, 

    He   feeds  and  clothes and  hous-es    us        by     His   most   ho -  ly   plan. 
    Yet   He’ll    re  -  turn   to   take    His  flock     to    heav – en’s  rich sup – ply. 
    And  with  them both,  He’s glo – ri – fied--   the   True   God,  Three-in-One! 
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Prayer of the Church 
P With joy in response to the good news that a Savior is born, let us pray and 

praise God, and join the heavenly song of angels, saying, “Glory be to God on 
high.” 

 
P Merciful and loving God, in the birth of Your Son You brought peace to earth.  

Grant that Your holy Christian Church may continually give thanks in the joy 
of our redemption and treasure all these things in our hearts, that we may 
join the heavenly song of angels, saying, 

C “Glory be to God on high.” 
 
P Give boldness to all pastors of Your Church to proclaim the good news of 

great joy to all people, that all may join the heavenly song of angels, saying, 
C “Glory be to God on high.” 
 
P Grant courage to our President and all in authority over us, and also to those 

who serve in the armed forces of our nation, that we may live at peace with 
one another and join the heavenly song of angels, saying, 

C “Glory be to God on high.” 
 
P O God, You gave Your Son to be born for us.  Remember, we pray, those 

among us with special needs.  May Your love to us flow through our lives 
and be a blessing to others so that with us they may join the heavenly song of 
angels, saying, 

C “Glory be to God on high.” 
 
P Heavenly Father, even as the Word became flesh in the nativity of Your Son, 

so also do we marvel that His holy body and blood are given us this day to 
eat and drink.  Drive away all doubt, and strengthen our faith to trust 
securely in the forgiveness of sins as we join the heavenly song of angels, 
saying, 

C “Glory be to God on high.” 
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P Joining in heaven’s eternal praise for the revelation of Your love in Your 

Word made flesh, we boldly lay all our petitions before You, dear Father, 
trusting that You will hear us for His sake, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Silent meditation while the offerings are brought forward and the altar is prepared for the Lord’s 
Supper 

 
Preface and Proper Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts! 
C We lift them to the Lord! 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! 
C It is good and right to do so! 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may 
be drawn to the love of those things which are not seen.  Therefore, with the 
angels of Christmas and all the angels of heaven and all Your people, we laud 
and magnify Your glorious Name, and praise You with singing: 

 
Sanctus (Sung to: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing) 

 
 

    Ho  -  ly,     ho  -  ly,      ho  -  ly  Lord!    God  of  hosts, by   all   a-dored!  
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           Hail,  ho–san–na!   Prais-es  due          Be    for - ev  -  er       un  -  to  You! 
 
P Assembled in Your Name, Lord Jesus, and in the fellowship of all who 

worship You as King of the ages and the Light of Life, we pray as You taught 
us: 

 

 

Heav’n and earth can-not con–tain      All    the     glo  -  ry  of  Your  Name! 

Hail,  ho - san - na,   God most high!   Blest  is    He  who  now draws nigh 

   In    the   name  of   God  the  King!    Hal - le  -  lu - jahs   now we  sing: 
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Lord’s Prayer (Sung to: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear) 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1985 Creative Communications for the Parish.  Used by permission. 

Music: Public domain 

 
Communion Confession 
P The Lord’s Supper is God’s gift for Christians who are properly instructed. In 

communing, we want people to receive Christ’s body and blood for their 
good. This means that as you come to the Lord’s Table you affirm with each 
communicant that Jesus is your Savior and Lord; and with Lutheran 
Christians you confess: 

 
C I recognize and confess that I am a sinner. I repent of my sin and ask God’s 

forgiveness. 
I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from sin, Satan and 
death. 

1 Our Fath - er, Lord  on heav’ns high throne, Most ho -ly be  Thy   name. 
2 Thine  is  the  king-dom,  un –  to  Thee,   In  grate–ful  love   we  bow; 

  Thy king-dom come, Thy will be  done   On  earth—in heav’n the  same. 
  And Thine the pow’r; Lord let  us  view  Thy might-y  pres - ence  now. 

 Give  us  this  day   the  food we need;  For - giv  -  en    may   we    be; 
 The  glo - ry Thine; Thy praise be sung By    an  -  gel    hosts  and  men; 

   In  -  to   temp - ta - tion lead   us   not;     From  ev  -  il   set    us   free. 
  In     ev  -  ‘ry  land,  by    ev  -  ‘ry tongue  For - ev - er  more!  A  -  men! 
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I believe that the risen Christ is really present in the Sacrament and, under 
the form of the bread and wine, I receive His true body and blood for the 
forgiveness of my sins and the strengthening of my faith and life. 
(Augsburg Confession – Article X) 
I resolve to dedicate my life to the service of my Lord in His Body, the 
Church, by regular group worship, sacrificial giving, thankful living and 
sharing the Gospel with others. 
(Romans 12:1) 

 
Consecration – The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  
Take, eat; this is my T body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance 
of me. 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  Drink of it, all of you; this is my T blood 
of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
The Agnus Dei (Sung to: From Heaven Above) 

 
           O        Lamb    of      God     You      take     a   -   way        The    sins     of 

 
         All;      now    hear    us    pray,          And    grant    us      from     our 
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          sins       re  -  lease:     Have    mer - cy       on      us     Grant   us   peace! 
 
Sit 

 
Reception of the Lord’s Supper 
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Hymn - Now Sing We, Now Rejoice  LSB 386 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Hymn - Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn  LSB 391 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Hymn - Angels from the Realms of Glory  LSB 367 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Post-Communion Canticle  (Sung to: God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 2  Lord, let Your servant go in peace, Your word has been fulfilled. 
     My eyes have seen the saving work which for the world You willed: 
     The glory of Your chosen race as light for all revealed. 
  Refrain: 
 

 3  Oh, praise to God the Father, and praise to God the Son, 
     And praise to God the Spirit, most blessed Three in One; 
     As ‘twas, is now, and e’er shall be while endless ages run! 
  Refrain: 

 
Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray together: 
 
 
 

   O    thank  the  Lord  and sing His praise, what He has done pro-claim! 

  Let   all   who  seek   the  Lord  re-joice   and   proud-ly   bear  His  name! 

 Who leads His thank-ful  peo-ple    forth   His   pro - mis - es     to  claim. 



 
Christmas Day  December 25, 20122  - 23 - 

C O God, the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness  sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament, and we ask 
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled to serve You constantly; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
The Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and 

be gracious to you.  The Lord lift up His countenance on you and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Hymn - Let Us All with Gladsome Voice  LSB 390 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 
 
Sit 

 
Announcements 
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Postlude – “Break Forth into Joy” (J.S. Bach – “Christmas Oratorio”) 
 
Acknowledgments: 

Kyrie, & Agnus Dei © 2004 - St. James Press.  Used by permission. 
Other liturgical canticles © 1985 Creative Communications for the Parish.  Used by permission. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Holy Gospel 
from The Holy Bible,King James Version, Public Domain. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Serving This Morning: 
 

Pastor Alex Schrader, Presiding Minister 
Pastor Rory Karg, Preacher 
Vicar Joel Her, Lector 
Paul Snyder, Organist 
Members of the Immanuel & Light of Christ Choirs, Choir 
Christian Salemink, Trumpet 
Todd Mirly, Elder 
 

 

Everyone is asked to please complete one of the worship attendance cards 
found in the pew racks.  Please give your card to an usher as you leave 
worship.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 
LIGHT OF CHRIST CHINESE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(314) 993-2394 
www.immanuelolivette.org  
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The special bouquet is given with praise and 
thanksgiving on the wedding anniversary of 
Todd & Ksenia Mirly, and the birthdays of 
Dawn Weinstock, Todd Mirly and Natalie 
Oleschuk. 
 

The Poinsettias decorating our chancel are given to the 
praise and glory of God by the following Immanuel 
members: 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Baur 
Mr. & Mrs. William Budner 
Mr. & Mrs. Luke Burkemper 
Mrs. Betty Crane 
Mrs. Dorothy Hanske 
Mrs. Joyce Hutchison 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Kiehl 
Mr. & Mrs. David Leidholdt 
Mr. & Mrs. Norbert Loebs 
Mrs. Judy Meyr 
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Mirly 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Mohrmann 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Murray 
Mrs. Gertrude Oleshchuk 
Mrs. Velma Rohan 
Mrs. & Mrs. Robert Sudbring 


