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I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 

Psalm 122:1 
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Worship Notes 
13

th
 Sunday after Pentecost – September 6-7, 2025 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are worshiping with us today, 
and pray God’s rich blessings upon you during this time of worship! 

 
THEME 

Love the Lord first, last, temporally —eternally! This commandment intimately 
connects us to incalculable blessings of knowing and being known by Jesus. 
Where there is love for the Lord, life pulsates in joy, obedience, and commitment 
to His Word. Christians gravitate to other believers whose love is grounded in 
Christ. In the face of adversity, love builds up. In the face of hatred, love boasts 
of triumph, refreshing the heart, revitalizing faith, comforting with peace. 
 

ORDER 
This weekend we follow Setting Four of the Divine Service. Similar to a practice 
started by Dr. Martin Luther, the canticles (liturgical texts) are based on hymn 
tunes. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
Our Hymn of the Day this weekend is How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord by Fred 
Pratt Green (1903-2000). It was written to (a) provide a hymn on the theme of 
vocation and (b) to provide a new hymn to be sung to the beautiful and well-
loved British tune, REPTON, by Hubert Parry (1848-1918). The text is a carefully 
crafted witness to how God works in the lives of His people in spite of their 
weaknesses and failings. The entire hymn is a prayer to God. 

 Stanza 1 addresses the call to serve God through one’s vocation. 

 Stanza 2 speaks of the pressures of life causing us to chafe under the Lord’s 
easy yoke. 

 Stanza 3 points our gaze to the lives of other believers. 

 Stanza 4 reminds us that there is still much to do, both in our regular routines 
and new adventures. 

Green concludes his text by pointing to the cross of Christ and His completed 
work on our behalf. 
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What our Church Believes, Teaches and 
and Confesses regarding The Lord’s Supper 

 
The Bible teaches that Jesus gives us His very body and blood along with bread 
and wine in Holy Communion1, and that these are means by which He forgives 
our sins2, strengthens us for daily living, and draws us into closer fellowship 
with Him and other believers.  The Bible also teaches us to examine ourselves 
prior to receiving the meal3.  For those receiving Holy Communion, examine 
yourself with these questions: 
 

Do I believe that I am a sinner and am I sorry for my sins? 
 

Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my personal Savior? 
 

Do I believe that Christ’s true body and blood are present in this holy meal for my 
forgiveness? 
 

Do I truly intend with the help of God to correct my sinful life? 
 

Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set 
aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may 
show forth His death until He comes. Those who are not members of a Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod congregation and have not communed at Immanuel 
previously are asked to speak with a pastor prior to the service. Those who are of 
a different confession (i.e., church body)4 or are unsure about communing, are 
invited to come forward during distribution with their hands folded in prayer, or 
held close to the chest and receive a blessing. 
 
1Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23 
2Matthew 26:28; 1 John 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19 
31 Corinthians 11:28-32 
41Corinthians 10:17; 1 Corinthians 11:26 
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Prelude, Ringing of the Church Bells, & Welcome to Worship 
 
Hymn - Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing LSB 686 

 

 

 

 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Divine Service, Setting Four 



- 4 - 

 

 
 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt. 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation, Confession of Sins, and Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

L Let us pray. 
 O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for 

us all. Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow Him, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15–20 

Love the LORD, walk in His ways, and keep His commands. 
15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God, 
by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then 
you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are 
entering to take possession of it. 17But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are 
drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today, that you shall surely 
perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 
19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD 
your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that 
you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, to give them.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle Philemon 1–21 

Paul asks that Onesimus be welcomed. 
1Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow 
soldier, and the church in your house: 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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4I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5because I hear of your love and of 
the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints, 6and I pray that the sharing of 
your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the 
sake of Christ. 7For I have derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the 
hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you. 
8Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is required, 9yet 
for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ 
Jesus— 10I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. 
11(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 12I am sending 
him back to you, sending my very heart. 13I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order 
that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14but I preferred 
to do nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but 
of your own free will. 15For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you 
might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a beloved brother—
especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
17So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 18If he has wronged 
you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, write this with my own 
hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, I want 
some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 
21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel 

 
Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Luke 14:25–35 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

The requirements of discipleship 
25Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 26“If anyone comes to 
me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not bear his own cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first 
sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has 
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30saying, ‘This man 
began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to encounter another king in 
war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who 
comes against him with twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he 
sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33So therefore, any one of you who does not 
renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
34“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35It is of no use 
either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.” 
 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and 
of all things visible and invisible. 

 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom 
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
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He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T 

of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Sit 

 
Hymn - How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord LSB 853 
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000 
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003497 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 
After each petition: 

 

L Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
Our prayers conclude: 

 

L Join these, our prayers and praises, with those of Your faithful servants of 
every time and place, and unite them in the ceaseless petitions of our great 
High Priest, until He comes again in power and glory as victorious Lord of 
all. Through Him, with Him and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
glory and honor is Yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

 
We Worship the Lord with our Offerings 
 
Stand 
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Preface  

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 208 
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Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Communion Confession 

P The Lord’s Supper is God’s gift for Christians who are properly instructed. 
In communing, we want people to receive Christ’s body and blood for their 
good. This means that as you come to the Lord’s Table you affirm with each 
communicant that Jesus is your Savior and Lord; and with Lutheran 
Christians you confess: 

 

C I recognize and confess that I am a sinner. I repent of my sin and ask God’s 
forgiveness. 
I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from sin, Satan and 
death. 
I believe that the risen Christ is really present in the Sacrament and, under 
the form of the bread and wine, I receive His true body and blood for the 
forgiveness of my sins and the strengthening of my faith and life. 
(Augsburg Confession – Article X) 
I resolve to dedicate my life to the service of my Lord in His Body, the 
Church, by regular group worship, sacrificial giving, thankful living and 
sharing the Gospel with others. (Romans 12:1) 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
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 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 
Reception of the Lord’s Supper 
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Hymn - Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us LSB 851 
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Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt. 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
(Sunday Only) Hymn - Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise LSB 680 
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Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021 
Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003497 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

L Let us pray. 

C  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L The Lord bless you/us and keep you/us. The Lord make His face shine on 
you/us and be gracious to you/us. The Lord look upon you/us with favor 

and T give you/us peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
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Hymn - Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer LSB 918 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (st. 3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Silent Prayer, Announcements, and Postlude 
 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 



- 19 - 

 

You may prepare for next weekend, when we celebrate “Holy Cross Day” 
by reading: 
 

Numbers 21:4-9 
 Moses makes a bronze serpent. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 The cross is foolish to the world, but is the power of God. 
 

John 12:20-33 
 “I … will draw all people to Myself.” 
 

Hymn – “Lift High the Cross” (LSB 837) 
 
Serving This Weekend: 
Presiding Minister:                Pastor Rory Karg 
Liturgist & Lector:                  8:00 – Seminarian Luther Cameron 

10:30 – Seminarian James Van Orman 
Preacher:                 Vicar Justin Hilton 
Saturday Pianist:                  Rachel Erdmann 
Sunday Organist:                   Lori Steingraber  
Elders:          5:00 – Todd Mirly 8:00 – Jacob White 10:30 – Pete Seddon 
Acolytes:              5:00 – Keira Casey & Stephen Erdmann 

8:00 – Henry Goeggel & Gabe Radke 
10:30 – Elysia Nelson & Angela Wang 

Usher:           Team C – Andy Kruse & Gregg Knehans, Head Ushers 
 

Chancel Flowers 
The flowers in the chancel this weekend are given to the praise and glory of God 
in joyful celebration of the marriage of Brandon & Alexa Kuhlmann this past 
Friday, September 5th! 
 

Also with praise and thanks to God for his many ongoing blessings by Brice & 
Lisa Williams! 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL 
THE CHART IS AVAILABLE IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL! 

 


